U.S. Government

Chapter 18 Study Guide---The Federal Court System

1) Identify the two separate court systems in the U.S.

2) How many federal courts span the nation?

3) What are inferior courts?

4) Identify the two broad kinds of federal courts.

5) Define jurisdiction.

6) Identify the four types of jurisdiction.

7) Explain the appointment process for federal judges.

8) Where do most federal judges come from?

9) Describe the term and pay for a federal judge.

10) Identify four federal court officers.

11) How many federal court districts exist in the U.S. today?  How many judges preside over these courts?

12) What is the difference between a criminal and a civil court case?

13) Why did Congress create the Courts of Appeals in 1891?

14) Describe the jurisdiction of the appellate courts.

15) What is the purpose of the Court of International Trade?

16) What is the purpose of the Court of Appeals for the federal circuit?

17) How many judges make up today’s Supreme Court?

18) Explain the idea of judicial review.

19) Describe the jurisdiction of the Supreme Court.

20) About how many cases are appealed to the Supreme Court each year?  About how many are actually decided by the Court in that time?

21) Identify some ways that a case may reach the Supreme Court.

22) Describe a term of the Supreme Court.

23) What are oral arguments?

24) What are legal briefs?

25) Describe the U.S. Solicitor General’s role in the judiciary.

26) Explain how the Supreme Court reaches its decisions while in conference.

27) What is the official term for the majority decision of the Court?

28) How is the writer of the Court’s opinions determined?

29) What is a precedent?

30) What are concurring and dissenting opinions?

