U.S. Government

Chapters 10, 11, & 12---The Legislative Branch

1) What body represents the legislative branch of U.S. government?

2) What two houses make up the Congress?

3) List three reasons that the framers of the Constitution favored a bicameral Congress.

4) How long does a term of Congress last?

5) What is a session of Congress?

6) When can Congress adjourn?

7) Who may call a special session of Congress?

8) How many years make up a congressman’s term?

9) How many seats are in Congress today?

10) What is apportionment?

11) How many congressmen are up for re-election in each even-numbered year?

12) About how many citizens are represented by one member of the House?

13) Identify the seven states that each have only one member in the House.

14) When are congressional elections held?

15) What term identifies congressional elections that are not held at the same time as presidential elections?

16) What is Gerrymandering?

17) List the qualifications for members of the House.

18) How many years make up a senator’s term?

19) How many members make up the U.S. Senate?

20) Which amendment allows popular election of senators?

21) List the qualifications for members of the Senate.

22) List the major differences between the House and Senate.

23) Identify the expressed powers of Congress.

24) What are the four constitutional limits on the taxing power of Congress?

25) What are the four constitutional limits on the commerce power of Congress?

26) What historical controversy led to the establishment of implied powers?

27) What constitutional clause is the basis for implied powers?

28) Identify five nonlegislative powers of Congress.

29) Who serves as the presiding officer of the House of Representatives?

30) Who serves as the presiding officer of the Senate?

31) Who serves as presiding officer of the Senate in the absence of the vice-president?

32) Identify the party officers in Congress.

33) List the steps involved in the process of a bill becoming a law in the U.S. 

