Mr. Smith Goes to Washington



Name: _________________________________
Directions: Please answer the following questions as they are discussed in the film. The film is a little old, but serves as a very good representation as to how the political system works. 

1. Who died at the start of the film?

2. Who is Joseph Paine?

3. Who is Jim Taylor?

4. How many children does the governor (The Bald Fat Guy) have?

5. Who is the governor’s children’s choice for senator?

6. How does the governor decide who will be senator?

7. What is the relationship between Jim Taylor and Senator Paine?

8. How does Mr. Smith react to Washington?

9. Contrast the reaction of Mr. Smith to seeing the capital with the reaction of those with him?

10. Why is Mr. Smith REALLY in Washington? What is he SUPPOSED to do?

11. How does Sanders feel about Mr. Smith initially? Predict what will happen in the future?

12. Why does Mr. Smith go around punching reporters in the mouth?

13. What do reporters tell him at the press club?

14. How did Mr. Smith feel about his position at the start of the movie? How does he feel about it after the press club?

15. How does Washington “look” now?

16. How long does Mr. Smith’s filibuster last?

17. What media is used in the movie to tell people what is going on?

18. What is “the Jim Taylor machine”?

19. At the end, why does Senator Paine confess?

20. Contrast Mr. Smith’s view of democracy at the beginning of the movie with the reality of democracy toward the end.
